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MEDIA RELEASE
Grain Storage Field Day 
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Grain storage consultant Peter Botta (PCB Consulting) will be touring the district in March to present information on the GRDC grain storage extension project. 
Peter has extensive experience in regards to grain protection. In his role as a consultant, he noted that pest resistance to the fumigant ‘phosphine’ has increased in the last 10 years. 

Peter warns that: “With more than 80% of the Australian grain treated with phosphine, the nation’s grains industry is highly reliant on the effectiveness of this fumigant. It is therefore critically important that growers implement best practice when storing grain.”
This is a timely reminder for all growers currently storing large quantities of grain from last season’s bumper crops. 

The field day will cover practical ways to manage existing and future storage systems. Topics include;

· Principles of grain storage – insect identification, the ecology of insects, grain hygiene
· Pros and cons of different grain storage options such as silos vs grain bags and cost of different systems
· Grain storage treatments and their use - chemical options, managing resistance, regulatory requirements and OH&S implications. 
· Changes in grain storage and future market needs – food safety, pesticide residue free grain, meeting market needs

· Chemical and non-chemical treatment options

· Aerating grain for cooling and drying

· Pressure testing silos
The field day venues and times are;
· Monday, 20th March, ‘Glenallen’, Stoney Crossing, 3.00 pm to 6.30 pm hosted by Barry Richardson 
· Tuesday 21st March ‘Dhurragoon’, Moulamein, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm hosted by Mitchell Redfearn
Meals will be provided and field day signs erected on the day.
The field day is a free event facilitated by the Western Murray Land Improvement Group (WMLIG) and Moulamein Cropping Group (MCG) via funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme and Murray Local Land Services.
For further details, or to register contact: 
Rick Ellis, WMLIG on M: 0428 372 357 email: rick.ellis@wmlig.org 

Laura Kaylock, WMLIG on M: 0431 236 045 email: laura.kaylock@wmlig.org 
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WMLIG Mission Statement: 

“Promote sustainable farm and land management practices to enhance our unique natural environment through innovation, education and strong community networks”.
 


